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KEITH CHAMPAGNE
Athletic Director, 1st Year
Keith Champagne, 40, will begin his first season as
Central Washington University’s athletic director this fall.
Champagne, who has been CWU’s assistant vicepresident for student affairs since 1991, replaces Dr. Gary
Frederick, the university’s AD since Sept., 1980.
Frederick, 61, will continue to coach CWU’s women's
softball team and will begin a phased retirement by
teaching classes in the physical education department.
Champagne will serve on an interim basis while CWU
conducts a nation-wide search for a permanent athletic
director.
Champagne, who earned a bachelor of arts degree in
communications from Loyola University (La.) in 1983,
takes over an athletic program that has been one of the
best among NAIA schools over the past two decades.
"I'm pretty excited to start work," Champagne, who
has overseen CWU's athletic program the past three
years in his position as assistant vice-president of student
affairs, said.
"We've had one of the top NAIA programs, both
athletically and academically in the nation over the past 20
years under Gary's leadership, and now our goal is to
build a premier NCAA Division II program in which athletic
and academic success are synonymous."
During Frederick's 19-year tenure, the Wildcats, who
now compete at the NCAA Division II level, won a total of
five NAIA national team championships and were
perennially ranked in the Top 10 in the NAIA National AllSports competition, winning the men's all-sports national
title in the 1986-87 season.
CWU won the 1995 NAIA Division II national football
title and also won national titles in men's swimming in
1984, 1986 and 1987 and women's swimming in 1986.
CWU also advanced teams a total of 22 times to postseason play in football and men's basketball.
CWU athletes also won a total of 94 Academic AllAmerican awards during Frederick's tenure.
Frederick feels confident that he is leaving the
program in good hands. "Keith was the logical choice,"
Frederick said. "He and I have worked closely over the
past three years and we've kept him well informed on the
day-to-day operations of the department. He has also
been actively involved in the major decisions of the
department over that time."
Champagne said he believes he knows what changes
and developments need to occur to maintain the current
number of sports CWU now sponsors and to improve the
quality of its offerings in the context of gender equity
issues and Title IX requirements.
“I have a strong commitment to integrity in the
administration of the athlete program at CWU,”
Champagne said.
“I believe I also have the ability to
promote and enhance collaboration with others in the
division of student affairs and other personnel throughout

community relations, marketing and athletic development
and fundraising.
“I will also seek to develop relationships and form
alliances with local business and civic leaders, state
legislators and members of the ethnic and racial minority
communities throughout the state.”
Champagne is a 1978 graduate of Hahnville (La.)
High School where he played football, basketball and
competed in track-and-field.
After earning his undergraduate degree from Loyola,
he earned a master’s of science degree in
communications from Clarion University (Pa.) in 1989.
Prior to joining CWU’s staff in 1991, he worked in the
Admissions, Promotion and Recruiting office at Loyola
University between 1982 and 1985 and served as the
community relations officer at Coastal Training Institute in
New Orleans between 1985 and 1986.
He also worked as a paralegal (1987-90) and was a
legal clerk in the office of the State Attorney General in
Hartford, Conn., the summer of 1987.
After earning his master’s degree at Clarion, he
served the Pennsylvania university as its director of
minority student retention and was also its program
coordinator for career services.
He also negotiated and drafted a contract between the
student government association and the athletic
department which provided the athletic program with a
substantial percentage (40 to 45) of the service activities
fees to maintain and enhance a program that operates
one NCAA Division I (wrestling) and 13 Division II teams.
At CWU, he has had oversight and management
responsibilities for the athletic department, the career
development services and the center for student
empowerment.
He also was the university’s ADA
compliance officer between 1993 and 1996 and has had
oversight and management responsibilities for the
university’s student judicial program.
He oversaw the creation, development and
implementation of student radio station KCWU-FM as an
over-the-air FCC licensed station. He also oversaw the
successful passage of a student referendum which
allowed students to assess themselves a $105 yearly fee
for athletics to maintain and operate a NCAA Division II
program.
Champagne is a member of the Sports Management
Institute. This past summer he took part in a seven-day
executive sports management seminar at the University of
North Carolina – Chapel Hill sponsored by the institute.
He will also attend another week-long session at the
University of Southern California in January.
Champagne is a member of the Sports Lawyers
Association, the National Association of Collegiate
Directors of Athletics and the Association for Student
Judicial Affairs. He was a board member of the Kittitas
County Red Cross between 1991 and 1994.
Misc: Born 6-28-59. Single. . . Is a member of the
Sports Lawyers Association, the National Association of
Collegiate Directors of Athletics and the Association for
Student Judicial Affairs . . Was a board member of the
Kittitas County Red Cross between 1991 and 1994.

